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is much familiarity to-day with traditional elements of all
kinds, but little general understanding of their basic mean-
ing, and consequently of their proper application.

The proper approach to all matters of detail is similar to
that adopted in major problems in design. First an analysis
of the requirements, to establish the necessity or otherwise
of any particular detail; and then a study of the form which
it should take in order to fulfil the function which it is to
perform. Every moulding, fillet, or enrichment should be
established with the thought of its purpose constantly in
mind. Ornament, free or contained, must perform in mass
and line a service which is quite clearly defined in the
architect's mind. A great ideal of ornament is termed
* meaningless/ It may be so because its general character
has no particular relationship to the type of building on
which it is placed; but a more serious criticism is the lack
of its significance in relationship to the general scheme of
the design.

The categories of modern buildings are too numerous to
permit a detailed examination of present failings and
neglected possibilities in matters of external detail. It may
suffice to mention a few of the details which in current
practice are ill-designed, with a consequent loss to archi-
tectural interest out of all proportion to the effort which
wdtild be required to remedy their deficiencies.

Examples of detail in which weakness is exhibited are the
profiling and enrichment of mouldings of all sorts, from the
cornice down to the most humble architrave. The factor of
possible interest latent in these familiar elements is nearly
always overlooked, and though the egg-and-dart no longer
figures in the casting of humble sanitary fittings, it still does
yeoman service in far too many fields. Yet in Romanesque,